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As a visual researcher focused on cultural studies,

| bridge academic writing with creative practice in my
design work. My research explores the intersection

of textual and visual elements on digital platforms,

as shown in my article “Bullet Chats in China: Bilibili,
Language, and Interaction” (2021), published in
Transformative Works and Cultures. This study
examines how language and visual culture intertwine
in Bilibili's “bullet chatting” feature, influenced by East
Asian pop culture.

Bilibili, a platform attracting predominantly Generation Z
in China (Bilibili, n.d.), features the danmu bullet chat
function, borrowed from the Japanese website Niconico.
This function overlays user comments on videos,
merging linguistic playfulness with visual expression
(Liu, Suh, and Wagner 2016, 284). Users blend Chinese
with foreign languages, creating a “cyberpidgin”
vocabulary that reflects cultural norms rooted in East
Asian fan communities, positioning Bilibili as a hub for
cultural exchange.

The study examines how Bilibili's bullet chat culture
serves as a space for cultural adaptation, linguistic
creativity, and social belonging among urban Chinese
youth. The central question is: How do “insiders”

use bullet chats for self-expression while excluding
“outsiders” through linguistic and visual practices?

This investigation reveals how digital communication
serves as a dynamic interaction shaped by globalization,
cultural manipulation, and technological innovation.
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Bilibili’s bullet chats exemplify prosumption, where
users act as both consumers and producers of cultural
content (Humphreys and Grayson 2008). Terms from
the ACGN (Anime, Comics, Games, Novels) fandom

and idol industries are adapted, forming a cyberpidgin
reflecting Japanese and South Korean pop culture. This
aligns with the concept of homophily, where people form
social ties with others sharing similar traits (Humphreys
2016, 156). Users innovate linguistically, creating
exclusive vocabularies that foster belonging while
alienating outsiders.

Bullet chats function as “graffiti” layered over video
content, reshaping meaning and challenging authorship
and copyright. Their intentionally “anti-designed” nature
dynamic space for creativity and cultural exchange. This
study explores cyberpidgin as both linguistic innovation
and visual art, showing how globalization and technology
shape language, identity, and cultural consumption.

The visual essay Otherness, inspired by this research,
explores inclusion and exclusion in online communities
through animation, cyberpidgin, and pop culture.

It captures the perspective of a cultural outsider in a
hegemonic communication space, engaging viewers in
a dialogue on assimilation, identity, and community.
The work bridges academic rigor and creative
exploration, offering insights into Bilibili’s cultural
ecosystem and the broader implications of digital
communication in a globalized world.
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This contribution was published on www.able-journal.org
in scroll.able format:

www.able-journal.org/en/otherness
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Daliy News

In January 2010, Google
announced that, in response to
a Chinese-originated hacking

attack on them and other US
tech companies, they were no
longer willing to censor searches
in China and would pull out of the
country completely if necessary.




_— /’F— <

//

?\@?’iﬂ“’g’
/A Py

f/: >/ 3
L

otherness - scroll.able



@

s s

2
2

2

-

=

Side

f

otherness - scroll.able



21N WG GOVERIT

e

N

he Great ki

ist t

o resi

want t

We

otherness - scroll.able



otherness - scroll.able



t did?

it
Hjus

)

otherness - scroll.able



.

s \—
7|
P TLHAL

o

BUEGERY
I RS & e hem
Sazaegsanlis) W REE7 Kanagawa
playedioniwhich: = £ @:
VAStationsy ‘ fielevision
®,

otherness - scroll.able



SN ‘\‘&\4”-:2-— =
SRWESSSSOWN
NS
N *‘9\\\%“"')

=
s,

N~ »‘\ =
N N
s

otherness - scroll.able



otherness - scroll.able



otherness - scroll.able



otherness - scroll.able



otherness - scroll.able



y

ORI

NI

otherness - scroll.able

I -




S

’

cony

otherness - scroll.able



e
er

otherness - scroll.able



otherness - scroll.able



otherness - scroll.able

——— [\
— ii\
fi \
= 0 0 0 =\ 0 E1E
= = 0 =Yo
i
\[ i 2
1 TR
RN TA I

W
B
\ Y rF= O -
{|
'] r—
| = )0 @




(@)
=
0

Q
(Put

A

-

®
L)

[

()

E

©)

E

(e

©

@

>

(9)
A

’ '\

¢ {UTAR @)

jli

s

9

he stagell

Don’t t
and off

otherness - scroll.able



Q2
)
[°]
°
2
(9]
12
1
[9]
[
9]
c
=
9]
<
B
o




Elinoigseuine)
WelanelewWasolin

Tnis viceo mey
O pley Properly
fionthelelloWing
HEQSONS

otherness - scroll.able




Videollinkéfailed
VideolcontenSis
O @[@:Eﬁ@g@m@{é@
Upleoaderlddeleted

{E[‘m@ Videe
Copynighfissue

BEiiDili




copyrights and references

copyright and image references

Allimages are by the author. Reproduced with
permission.

references and bibliography

Bilibili. n.d. “Company Profile.” Bilibili Investor
Overview. Accessed February 11, 2021.
https://ir.bilibili.com/company-profile.

Cavanagh, Allison. 1999. “Behaviour in Public?:
Ethics in Online Ethnography.” Cybersociology,
no. 6. https://www.cybersociology.com/
files/6_2_ethicsinonlineethnog.html.

Chen, Yue, and Liwei Mao. 2020. “Woguo
Chuguo Liuxue Zhengce Biangian de
Jiben Luoji Ji Lixing Xuanze——Jiyu Lishi
Zhidu Zhuyi de Fenxi Shijiao” [The Basic
Logic and Rational Choice of the Studying
Abroad Policy Evolution in China——
Based on the Perspective of Historical
Institutional Analysis]. Dangdai jiaoyui
luntan [Contemporary Education Forum],
no. 5, 10-16. https://doi.org/10.13694/j.cnki.
ddjylt.20200713.001.

Chen, Zhen Troy. 2021. “Poetic Prosumption of
Animation, Comic, Game and Novel in a Post-
Socialist China: A Case of a Popular Video-
Sharing Social Media Bilibili as Heterotopia.”
Journal of Consumer Culture 21 (2): 257-77.
https://doi.org/10.1177/14 6954051878757 4.

to cite this article

CIW Team. 2019. “China Social Media Users’
Content Preference by Education Levels 2019.”
China Internet Watch, May 7, 2019. https://
www.chinainternetwatch.com/29223/social-
media-users-content-preference-2019/.

de Jong, Kenneth, and Mi-Hui Cho. 2012.

“Loanword Phonology and Perceptual Mapping:

Comparing Two Corpora of Korean Contact
with English.” Language 88 (2): 341-68.
https://doi.org/10.1353/1an.2012.0035.

Fairclough, Norman. 2003. Analysing
Discourse: Textual Analysis for Social
Research. London: Routledge.

Humphreys, Ashlee. 2016. Social Media:
Enduring Principles. New York: Oxford
University Press.

Humphreys, Ashlee, and Kent Grayson.2008.
“The Intersecting Roles of Consumer and
Producer: A Critical Perspective on Co-
Production, Co-Creation and Prosumption.”
Sociology Compass 2 (3): 963-80. https://doi.
org/10.1111/j.1751-9020.2008.00112.x

Kolton, Michael. 2017. “Interpreting China'’s
Pursuit of Cyber Sovereignty and Its Views on

Cyber Deterrence.” Cyber Defense Review 2 (1):

119-53. https://cyberdefensereview.army.mil/
Portals/6/Documents/CDR-SPRING2017.pdf.

Krippendorff, Klaus. 2012. Content Analysis:
An Introduction to Its Methodology. 3rd ed.
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Liu, Lili, Ayoung Suh, and Christian Wagner.
2016. “Watching Online Videos Interactively:
The Impact of Media Capabilities in Chinese
Danmaku Video Sites.” Chinese Journal of
Communication 9 (3): 283-303. https://doi.org/
10.1080/17544750.2016.1202853.

Ma, Veronica. 2016. “Propaganda and
Censorship: Adapting to the Modern Age.”
Harvard International Review 37 (2): 46-50.

McKee, Alan. 2003. Textual Analysis: A
Beginner’s Guide. London: Sage.

Mei, Feixue. 2021. “Bullet Chats in China:
Bilibili, Language, and Interaction.”
Transformative Works and Cultures, no. 36.
https://doi.org/10.3983/twc.2021.1939.

van Leeuwen, Theo, and Carey Jewitt, eds.
2013. Handbook of Visual Analysis. Thousand
Oaks, CA: Sage.

Whyte, Martin K. 2019. “China’s One Child
Policy.” In Childhood Studies. Oxford
Bibliographies Online. Last modified
June 26, 2019. https://doi.org/10.1093/
0bo0/9780199791231-0221.

Mei, Feixue. 2026. “Otherness.” .able journal: https://doi.org/10.69564/able.en.26034.otherness

MLA EN
1ISO 690 EN
APA EN
DOl EN

otherness - scroll.able

https://doi.org/10.69564/able.en.26034.otherness

Mei, Feixue. “Otherness.” .able journal, 2026.https://doi.org/10.69564/able.en.26034.otherness

MEI, Feixue. “Otherness.” .able journal [onlinel. 2026. Available from: https://doi.org/10.69564/able.en.26034.otherness

Mei, F. (2026). Otherness. .able journal. https://doi.org/10.69564/able.en.26034.0therness



